News from your local Liberal Democrats

How to get a street light ﬁxed
Sarah, a local Lib Dem, battled for months to get a street light ﬁxed
in the dark alley between Station Road and Ediva Road. It went out
during the coldest, darkest, iciest winter weather. This is her story:
January: First of all, you need to ﬁnd out who is responsible. The
councils themselves didn’t seem to know. In fact, it was a Parish
Council responsibility and the helpful people in the parish oﬃce
chased it up with KCC, who are contracted to do the work for them.
The 28 days allowed for the work came and went. So, I rang the
parish oﬃce to ﬁnd out why the
light was still out. KCC had told
them it had been ﬁxed. So, they
had to repeat the request and
wait another 28 days. You can
imagine I was relieved when the
work was ﬁnally done, but we
poor alley users had blindly slid
and stumbled our way up and
down for 3 months!
25 April: Success at last!
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Meopham Matters
Where’s the Action?
Local resident John Death says: “Many thanks to all who voted for
me last Autumn in the Meopham North by-election. I ﬁnished a
strong second, but I’m very disappointed that the new Tory
councillor has not really communicated with Meopham residents or
kept his election promises:

Last Year’s Promises

Any Visible
Action?

“Wrotham Road: speed of traﬃc is a big issue”

No

“Additional pedestrian crossing on Wrotham
Road”

No

“Tackle parking problems in the village”

No

Meopham Lib Dems say: “The new Tory councillor doesn’t live here
or seem to care about Meopham’s voters once he has their votes.
The Tory council group has split down the middle and the other
Meopham councillors have all left. Tory internal squabbles don’t
help Meopham residents. Move aside if you can’t do better!”

Liberal Democrats
DEMAND BETTER

Tories Threaten Green Belt
The Tory Government has told
Tory-controlled Gravesham
Borough Council (GBC) to build
more houses. Certainly, our
growing local population need
somewhere to live. But can the
Tories honestly answer these
questions?
Will the Government, GBC or Torycontrolled Kent County Council
(KCC) ensure:

‣ They will protect the Green Belt,
to stop urban sprawl across the
whole of North Kent?

‣ There are enough school places
locally?

‣ They have a plan to expand
Meopham Surgery to cope with
the increased demand?

‣ They have budgeted for
increased social care needs?

‣ They have suﬃcient capacity in
basic services, including water?
And how will they solve the
problems of the increased volume
of traﬃc along the A227 through

Meopham? Where will all the
extra cars go, when several
hundred houses are being
planned for Meopham’s Green
Belt? How will the Tories stop the
road being a constant rat-run,
with massive increases in traﬃc
from the Government’s Lower
Thames Crossing in the north and
up to 4000 new houses being
planned for Borough Green?

‣ Will anyone be able even to
cross the road in Meopham?

‣ What will be the impact on the
health of those living along the
Wrotham Road?

Where will new houses go? One
option is beside Norwood Lane
and Camer Road. The idea is for
rail commuters to use spare
capacity at Sole Street Station.
The reality would be much more
traﬃc on the drive to Sole Street
and Meopham Stations.

‣ Will the big increases in exhaust
fumes threaten the health of
our children, especially in the
schools and playgrounds close
to this road?

‣ Will any child be able to walk to
school safely, or will school
runs become even more of a
nightmare?
Do the Tories really think anything
through?

Another option is alongside
Melliker Lane and Longﬁeld Road.
One is a winding, narrow road;
the other leads to the junction
with Wrotham Road at The
Parade, by the primary school.

